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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

Last week we saw how Solomon’s 700 wives turned his heart away from the Lord to worship other gods.  
In response the Lord declared he would tear the kingdom away from Solomon’s son, except for the tribe of Judah.  

We are about to read the moment in time that it occurred.  It was years after the prophecy.
The immediate trigger for the revolt was an ultimatum from Jeroboam and the ten northern tribes to King Rehoboam, Solomon’s Son, to become less oppressive.  Rehoboam refused.  
So, the nation split.  Yet the text is emphatic that regardless of the trigger, what came to pass was from God according to the word he had spoken.  God had determined the whole thing.  He had foreordained what came to pass.
We pick up the account in verses 12.  Rehoboam heard the plea for a lighter hand and said he would respond in three days.

READ 12-17.
Subsequently  Rehoboam mustered an army to compel Israel back under the Davidic monarchy.  Reading from verse 21:
READ 21-24.

This morning I do not ask you to put yourself in the place of Rehoboam or Jeroboam, but to put yourself in the place of the godly man or woman of Israel in 930 BC, who is looking to the Lord for David’s monarchy to be reformed after Solomon’s downfall and the nation put right.  But it doesn’t happen.

In fact, quite the opposite happens.  What is recorded here is more than the division of the nation God had called together.  It was worse than the end of a dream.
It was fulfillment torn apart.  It was hope turned on its head.  It was a nightmare. 

In Deuteronomy (17:16) God had warned the Children of Israel not to return to Egypt.  Now Israel itself had become a house of bondage.  At the very point when the Lord has given Israel all that he promised – the land, peace, his very presence – the Promised Land had become a house of bondage.  What are you to think?

The prophetic author of Kings presents this with great skill.  

Solomon himself had turned back to Egypt, marrying Pharaoh’s daughter, trafficked with Egypt in the purchase of horses, something the law forbid, and widely using forced labor.

Now his son had become another Pharaoh.  In Exodus Pharaoh had responded to Moses’ petition for relief (i.e. time off for a festival) by hardening his heart and becoming more oppressive.  He forced Israel to make bricks without straw (Ex. 5).  
Now Rehoboam responds to a similar plea by hardening his heart and becoming more oppressive:  “My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions!”

Jeroboam becomes the anti-Moses.  He leads the people out of  bondage in Israel into worse bondage.  Instead of bringing them back to the Lord, he leads them away from him.  In Exodus, Aaron made a golden calf, and Moses destroyed it.  Now Jeroboam makes two golden calves, erects altars in Dan and Beersheba, and leads the people to worship them.  They never do know rest.

Where is God when this happens, when in your own life promise turns to disappointment or calamity?  When the foundations are destroyed what are the godly to think?  When the cancer spreads, or the marriage keeps deteriorating, or the child’s rebellion continues, or the career path erased, what are the godly to think?
No Christian worth his or her salt denies that God is sovereign, that He rules over all.  But if I were to ask how is this so, I think most Christians hold to something like this:
God is sovereign in that He is the ultimate survivor.  He outwits, outlasts, and out plans all his opponents.  All knowing and all powerful, he always comes up with the perfect countermove.  
God is a champion; of all the contestants on the island, he has the most stamina and cunning.  Of all the pieces on the chess board, he is the king, queen, bishop, rook and knight rolled into one. 
Because of his grace, he is on our side.  He is the trump we hold in our hand, the champion in our corner.
In fact, scripture provides us with many examples of God’s countermoves.  I think both of the flood to judge the wickedness of men and the ark to save Noah; of the parting of the Red Sea for the exodus of Israel, and its filling in to drown Pharaoh’s chariots; of the reluctant prophet thrown into a raging sea, and his being swallowed into the belly of a great fish until discharged to his duty.
There is a much truth in this faith that God is the God of the intervention of the countermove and counterpunch.  But it is not the whole story of God’s sovereignty and how he reigns over all.

While this incomplete understanding of God’s sovereignty may be adequate for the majority of Christians during the majority of their lives -- I mean by this it works for them, it isn’t contradicted by circumstances -- But what about when it is?  
What about when harm isn’t overcome in the nick of time, when the disease isn’t healed, or the business fails?  What is the truth then?  Is God sovereign for the sake of his saving purposes for you or not?
Our text could not be more straightforward:
15 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite. 

24 'This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.' "

Did you hear that?  What happened was “from the Lord”.  It “fulfilled the word the Lord had spoken”.  It was “God’s doing”.  

Here is the most controversial understanding God’s sovereignty, controversial in the church, hated by the world, yet affirmed throughout Scripture.  Nothing comes to pass except what fulfills God’s word, the word of his counsel and purpose, or as Peter put it describing the crucifixion, by “the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God”. (Acts 2:23 NASB)

His word is the expression of his will, it goes out from him, and it is accomplished.  Nothing comes to pass apart from it.

This is the first great thing we are taught about God when he created the world.  “And God said...”, and it was so.  From Genesis 1 this truth is affirmed again and again especially in those circumstances when it appears it cannot be true.

To this end God raised up the prophets who not only proclaimed that this was true, but who were inspired to utter specific words from God that did come to pass, again and again and again.  So men would know not only the sinfulness of their rebellion but its foolishness, so they would know to turn from their sin and seek him that He is the one “with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13), so that faithful would know to fix their hope on the living God, and persevere in their faith and find their rest in him.
The high point of the prophetic revelation is found, where else, but in Isaiah, the greatest of the prophets, chapter 55: 8:
8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish...so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

So why has God taught us this dangerous doctrine, so often the fuel of futile speculation and hostility against God?  Why not settle for God as the god of the countermove?
The reason is because this dangerous doctrine is the truth, and it is far more dangerous to believe a lie.  If we do not embrace that God ordains whatever comes to pass, we will embrace something less.  Embracing something less about God in the end is no different from embracing a lesser god.  Why would we want to do that?
This is what is necessary to make sense of a dangerous world.  I am talking about a world in which you and I are not immune to topsy turvy disappointment or worse.    

This is the sobering, humbling truth that God is never a means to our ends.  

This set Yahweh apart from the Canaanite gods --  Fertility gods and astral deities who for a price, sometimes the terrible price of child sacrifice can be bought off or manipulated in some way.  This sets our heavenly Father today apart from all other gods.  He is not an idol whom we in any sense can control by our words.  The truth is entirely the opposite, for which we worship.

To those who protest, “Would you have all men, then, be God’s puppets?”, I say, “No, but neither is God in any sense my puppet or yours, conforming to our ways or our thoughts.  That is humbling message of God’s sovereignty.

We, along with all things, are means to his ends.  His ends are holy; they are glorious and perfect, both when we see the apparent connection between our own setback and His purposes, and when, as is so often the case, we cannot.
For believers, it is deeply comforting and reassuring.  As God preserved Judah for the sake of His promise to David, and as the remnant of Judah became the Jews through whom Son of David was born, in all things God’s saving purposes can never be overthrown but only brought to pass by what occurs.  
Not only for the world but for you.  And so the assurance that “God causes all things to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purposes, for whom he foreknew he predestined to become conformed to the image of his Son.” (Rom. 8:28-29)

Men may protest when God does not immediately turn the  injustices of men around or charge him with failure when his mercy does not immediately acquit us of pain.  But in this they have missed the point.

God’s purposes are eternal salvation & everlasting glory.  So, in the face of disappointment and setback, God assures us:

That his thoughts toward your are precious and vast, that the very number of hairs on your head are numbered (Luke 12:7), as were the days ordained for your life before you were ever born (Psalm  139:16-17), that the trials you face you were destined for (I Thessalonians 3:3) “so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even thought refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  (I Peter 1:7-8)

What are you to think when the Promised Land you are in becomes a house of bondage, when the foundations of your life are shaken? The Lord remains on his throne. (Psalm 11:3-4)  He is all our hope.
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